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In the next few months he found himself again in a position of
much embarrassment between Turkey and the Powers. Early in
February the island of Crete was aflame with rebellion and massacre,
and Christian and Moslem once more in deadly conflict. The Turkish
Government was detested by its Christian subjects, who looked to
Greece for help and proclaimed their union with that country. The
Greeks answered by sending a torpedo flotilla to the island under
Prince George and a regiment of artillery under Prince Nicholas to
the Thessalian border. These were acts of aggression which put the
Turks technically in the right, and the Kaiser leapt to the opportunity
of espousing their cause. His sister was married to the Greek Crown
Prince (afterwards King Constantine), but this he considered of no
importance compared with the friendship of the Sultan, which by
this time he had come to regard as a corner-stone of his policy. The
affair caused serious family trouble. The Empress Frederick, who
did not share her son's opinions, wrote to her mother, Queen Victoria,
praying for Lord Salisbury's intervention. Salisbury could do no
more than advise the Queen to tell the Empress Frederick that the
intervention which she suggested was impossible and unattainable
unless her son consented. The Queen herself intervened by con-
veying to the Kaiser, through the Ambassador in Berlin, that she
was " astonished and shocked at his violent language against the
country where his sister lived."
Salisbury did his best for the Greeks. While not dissociating itself
from the Powers, the British Government insisted on autonomy for
Crete, reduced to the minimum its share of the joint measures now
adopted for the coercion of the Greeks in Crete, and altogether
refused to join in a blockade of the Greek coasts. But nothing could
restrain the Greek zealots. Demanding the union of Crete with
Greece they declared war on Turkey, advanced into Turkish territory
and were disastrously beaten and put to flight by an army under
Edhem Pasha, whose strength they had altogether underrated. The
war lasted less than a month, and on May 8 the Greek Government
intimated that it was ready to accept autonomy for Crete and with-
draw its troops from the island. The Powers then intervened to
make peace, but had considerable difficulty in inducing the Sultan
to evacuate the parts of Thessaly which his army had conquered,
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